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Scams
According to Action Fraud, scams account for almost 40% of all crimes. Last year 1 in 17 adults in
England and Wales fell victim to frauds as did one in five businesses between 2018 and 2020. It
can happen to any one of us, but we can all do more to protect ourselves against fraud.
Still, scammers have a good working knowledge of psychology and thus the ability to catch their
victims unawares - which is why they favour the phone as a means of communication. So
remember the “Take Five” guidelines- stop, challenge, protect- and never take calls and messages
at face value or be rushed into a hasty decision; also, fraudsters will keep the line open after
you’ve told them that you’re checking with your bank, so your call will only be received by the
scammer.
Fraudsters can also falsify or “spoof” their caller ID to make it appear that the call is from a
trusted person or business. Thus, while the calls may appear local, they are often made by
unscrupulous telemarketers based outside the UK. Spoofers have scammed sellers on sites like
eBay before so, if contacted this way, always check with the counterparty direct, using contact
details that you know to be correct, such as those on an official website or by dialling 159 to
check if a call from your bank is genuine (159 is a short code phone service number to which all
major High Street banks are party).
Fraudsters know that people love a bargain, so they use discounts, time pressures and “fear of
missing out “ to induce victims to pay for non-existent goods or services - or they urge them to
click on links to phishing messages that lead them to a bogus website, whereby the fraudster can
steal cash and personal information, or infect the victim’s device. So always stay on trustworthy
websites and follow their recommended payment directions; avoid paying by bank transfer or
virtual currency, and consider carefully before handing over money or personal details.



Fire service issue e-bike safety warning following fire
A fire which resulted in a dog being rescued has sparked a new safety
warning for users of electric bikes and scooters.

 West Sussex Fire & Rescue Service is urging e-bike users to act responsibly
and be aware of the risks the e-bikes pose, following a significant fire in
Pease Pottage.

In the early hours of this morning (21 February), four fire crews from Crawley,
Horsham and Surrey Fire & Rescue Service responded to the fire in a block of
flats in Bellevue Farm Road.

Upon arrival firefighters entered the property which was filled with smoke and extinguished a fire in the living room
using hose reels and a jet. One dog was safely rescued from the domestic dwelling and the occupant was assessed and
treated at the scene by South East Coast Ambulance Service crews for minor smoke inhalation.

The fire was caused by an electric bike, though the exact reason for the ignition is yet to be determined. At this time, it is
believed to have been caused by either the charger or a faulty battery.

Station Manager for Crawley, Alistair Green, said: “It is extremely fortunate that the property had working smoke alarms;
these alerted the occupier to the fire in its early stages and gave him enough time to safely evacuate the property. This
incident could have had severe consequences had working smoke alarms not been present.

The occupier also closed the internal doors which prevented the fire and smoke from spreading to other rooms, or
neighbouring flats, and causing harm.

Across the country we are seeing more instances of fires caused by electric bikes and scooters, and sadly some of these
incidents have been fatal. If you own one of these products, it’s really important that you use them responsibly and put
safety measures in place to reduce the risk of fire.”

If you have an electric bike or scooter, remember to:

Follow the manufacturer’s instructions for charging and storing your electric bike/scooter.
Fit smoke or heat detection in the room where you charge or store your electric bike/scooter.
Store electric bikes/scooters and their batteries in a cool place. Avoid excessively hot or cold places.
Always use the manufacturer approved charger for the product.
Don’t overcharge and always unplug your charger when it’s finished charging.
Don’t leave batteries to charge while you are asleep or away from the home.
Don’t charge batteries or store your electric bike/scooter near combustible or flammable materials.
In the event of an electric bike/scooter or lithium-ion battery fire – do not attempt to extinguish the fire. Get out,

stay out, call 999.

More safety advice can be found here: https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/fire-emergencies-and-crime/west-sussex-fire-
and-rescue-service/home-fire-safety/electrical-and-heating-appliance-safety-advice/#electronic-devices-and-chargers
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Vodafone Survey
A recent survey carried out by Vodafone indicated that 69% of boys aged 11-14 had been exposed to online content that promotes
misogyny and other harmful views, and 52% were aware of (and had engaged with) content from influencers with links to the
“manosphere”. This term is used to describe the network of online communities (including incels) responsible for creating and
promoting negative content, with 59% led there through innocent and unrelated searches - such as on fitness or gaming content -
due to AI algorithms.
That survey, involving 1,000 parents and boys and over 4,000 teachers, further suggested that, on average, boys aged 11-14 are
exposed to harmful content within 30 minutes of being online and 1 in 10 in as little as 60 seconds. This stems from AI  Aggro-rithms
pushing content promoting misogyny (69%) or violence (79%) to boys.
42% of parents reported hearing their sons making inappropriate comments because of what they had seen online while 32% and
44% respectively reported topics involving sex and violence discussed. 27% and 22% respectively noted negative comments about
body image and women and girls. 22% reported a gradual deterioration in the language used to describe women and girls while 70%
of teachers saw a rise in sexist language in the classroom over the past twelve months.
The insidious nature of these algorithms resulted in 76% of boys engaging with content for people and platforms that they had not
previously followed online. Once that had happened, these algorithms were programmed to promote more of the same, increasing
the boys’ exposure to harmful views.
The effect of these influences led 81% of teachers to state that the deterioration in behaviour was negatively impacting female
students and 79% said that a lack of respect for female teachers had negatively affected the ability of boys to listen and learn in class.
Vodafone and Global Action Plan, a charity focused on general environmental issues, have produced a video highlighting the dangers
engendered - “The Rise of the Aggro-rithm” - which is available to view online.



Crime Statistics for January 2024

See the latest Alerts at :  https:// worthingnhw.ourwatch.org.uk/

January 2024 Buckingham Eastbrook Hillside Marine 1 Southlands Southwick St Mary's St Mary's St Sub Total

Green North South Nicholas

Antisocial Behaviour 4 7 2 3 1 6 12 7 2 44
Bike Theft 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 2
Burglary 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 0 0 4

Criminal Damage 0 1 2 0 2 3 4 3 2 17
Drugs 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 2

Other Crime 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Other Theft 2 3 0 0 0 1 2 5 1 14

Weapons 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
Public Order 1 0 0 0 0 1 3 8 0 13

Robbery 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 3 0 4
Theft Shop 0 0 5 0 19 2 1 17 0 44

Theft Person 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Vehicle Crime 0 1 1 0 4 1 0 0 0 7

Violence & Sex Offences 4 10 8 5 8 8 5 9 1 58
Totals 11 23 20 10 35 23 28 54 6 210
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